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  I would guess that a number of you have heard of Paul Gerhardt. If you 

haven’t, you’ve almost certainly sung one of the 18 hymns of his that are in 

our hymnal. Favorites like “Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me” and “O 

Sacred Head, Now Wounded” might be two of the more well-known of his. 

But my personal favorite from the 17th century German Lutheran hymnwrit-

er might just be the beautiful recounting of Jesus’ Passion—A Lamb Goes 

Uncomplaining Forth. In The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH), which many of you 

grew up with, it was #142 and had six stanzas. In Christian Worship (CW), 
which we currently use, it’s #100 and has four stanzas (we sang it in worship 

on March 21). But did you know that the original version has ten stanzas?! 

Yes, Gerhardt was so moved at the 

thought of God sending his Son into the 

world to die that he had to keep writing. 

And thank God that Gerhardt didn’t stop 

writing, so that we, too, would be able to 

more deeply consider and more closely 

examine this amazing love God has for us. 

So, rather than digging into the words, bit 

by bit, I simply want to share the entirety 

of these ten stanzas. I think you’ll find a lot in them: strong doctrine, vivid 

imagery, and encouraging reminders—all marks of a solid hymn. You might 

even recognize one of the stanzas as the basis for another hymn in CW. Most 
importantly, though, this hymn focuses us on Jesus and the immensity of the 

gift he gives to us through his willing suffering and death. 

Use the words on the next page as you wish. Perhaps they could serve 

as an additional meditation on Maundy Thursday or Good Friday; reading 

two stanzas each day of Holy Week, starting with Monday, is another option. 

No matter how you choose to meditate on these words in the coming days. I 

hope you’ll be moved to daily thankfulness that Jesus says to you and for 

you, “Willing all this I suffer.” (Please note: this translation is taken from 

hymnary.org, as it is found in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book #191.) 

Continued on page 2 

“WILLING ALL THIS I SUFFER” 
 by Pastor Proeber 
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7 Enlarge, shrine of my heart, and 

swell, 

To Thee shall now be given 

A treasure that doth far excel 

The worth of earth and heaven. 

Away with the Arabian gold, 

With treasures of an earthly mold 

I've found a better jewel. 
My priceless treasure, Lord my 

God, 

Is Thy most holy, precious blood, 

Which flowed from wounds so     

cruel. 
 

8 This treasure ever I'll employ, 

This every aid shall yield me; 

In sorrow it shall be my joy, 

In conflict it shall shield me; 

In joy, the music of my feast, 

And when all else has lost its zest, 

This manna still shall feed me; 

In thirst my drink; in want my food; 

My company in solitude, 
To comfort and to lead me. 
 

9 Death's poison cannot harm me 

now, 

Thy blood new life bestoweth; 

My Shadow from the heat art Thou, 

When noonday's sunlight gloweth. 

When I'm by inward grief opprest, 

On Thee my weary soul shall rest, 

As sick men on their pillows. 

Thou art my Anchor, when by woe 

My bark is driven to and fro 

On trouble's restless billows. 
 

10 And when Thy glory I shall see 

And taste Thy kingdom's pleasure, 

Thy blood my royal robe shall be, 

And joy beyond all measure; 
It then shall be my glorious crown, 

Thus I'll appear before the throne 

Of God, and need not hide me; 

And shall, by Him to Thee be-

trothed, 

By Thee in bridal garments clothed, 

Stand as a bride beside Thee. † 

A LAMB GOES UNCOMPLAINING FORTH 
1  A Lamb goes uncomplaining 

forth, 

The guilt of all men bearing; 

'Tis laden with the sin of earth, 

None else the burden sharing; 

It goes its way, grows weak and 

faint, 

To slaughter led without complaint, 
Its spotless life to offer; 

Bears shame, and stripes, and 

wounds, and death, 

Anguish and mockery, and saith, 

"Willing all this I suffer." 

 
2  This Lamb is Christ, the soul's 

great Friend 

And everlasting Savior; 

Him, Him God chose, sin's reign to 

end 

And bring us to His favor. 
"Go forth, my Son!" He said, "and 

bail 

The children, who are doomed to 

hell 

But for Thine intercession. 

The punishment is great, and dread 

The wrath, but Thou Thy blood shalt 

shed, 

And save them from perdition." 

 
3  "Yea, Father, yea, most willingly 

I'll bear what Thou commandest; 

My will conforms to Thy decree, 
I do what Thou demandest." 

O wondrous Love! what hast Thou 

done! 

The Father offers up His Son, 

The Son content descendeth! 

O Love! O Love! how strong art 

Thou! 

In shroud and grave Thou lay'st Him 

low 

Whose word the mountains 

rendeth! 

4  Thou lay'st him, Love, upon the 

cross, 

With nails and spear Him bruising; 

Thou slay'st Him as a lamb, His loss, 

From soul and body oozing; 

From body 'tis the crimson flood 

Of precious sacrificial blood, 

From soul, the strength of anguish: 
My gain it is; sweet Lamb to Thee 

What can I give, whose love to me 

For me doth make Thee languish? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5  Lord, all my life I'll cleave to 

Thee, 
Thy love fore'er beholding, 

Thee ever, as Thou ever me, 

With loving arms enfolding. 

Yea, Thou shalt be my Beacon-light, 

To guide me safe through death's 

dark night, 

And cheer my heart in sorrow; 

Henceforth myself and all that's 

mine 

To Thee, my Savior, I consign, 

From whom all things I borrow. 

 
6 By morn and eve my theme shall 

be 

Thy mercy's wondrous measure; 

To sacrifice myself to Thee, 

My foremost aim and pleasure. 

My stream of life shall flow for Thee, 

Its steadfast current ceaselessly 

In praise to Thee outpouring; 

And all that Thou hast done for me, 

I'll treasure in my memory, 

Thy gracious love adoring. 

 

 O wondrous Love! 

what hast  

Thou done! 

The Father offers  

up His Son 

EASTER SUNDAY ~ 7:00 & 9:30AM 
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MONDAY WORSHIP ADJUSTMENT   

MY SONG IS  

LOVE UNKNOWN  
Martin Luther College (MLC) has prepared 

eight Holy Week devotions to lead you 

deeper into the truths of Jesus’ love through 

the poetry, imagery, and music of Lent and 

Easter hymns. Links embedded in the devo-

tions will allow you to hear the hymns per-

formed by MLC College Choir, Chorale, Women’s 

Choir, Männerchor, Hosanna Ringers, Wind Sympho-

ny, and Professor Craig Hirschmann on the organ.  

Because of the hymn recordings, MLC is offering 
this series online only, but in several formats. You can 

read them online, download the series as a PDF, listen 

to podcasts online, or request that MLC send them to 

your personal email on a daily basis, March 28-April 4.  

You can find the devotions at: mlc-wels.edu/

publications/seasonal-devotions/ 

For nearly a year, we have been able to offer a wor-

ship service for individuals who considered themselves 

more at-risk to contract COVID-19. However, due to a 

number of factors (such as, increasing rate of vaccina-

tion; decreasing number of positive COVID cases in 

Wood County; offering private communion twice a 

month), attendance at this service has slowly dwindled. 

Still, we believe that it is important to offer an addi-

tional worship opportunity outside of Sunday morning. 

The most important reason for doing so is that we 

would strive as best we can to serve you—the members 

of St. Paul’s—with Word and Sacrament. 

Therefore, the pastoral staff (with the support of the 

Leadership Council) will discontinue the At-Risk ser-

vice and, in its place, will bring back the 6:30 Monday 

night worship service. Here are a few details of what to 

expect: 

The last At-Risk service will be on March 22; the 

first Monday night service will be on April 12. The two 

“empty” weeks in between are due to Holy Week and 

Easter Sunday. 

The Monday night service will be as alike to Sunday 

mornings as we can make it, including congregational 

singing. That might make some hesitant to attend. We 

will encourage worshipers to social distance as much as 

they feel comfortable. There will be more space to do so 

since there will be fewer in attendance than a Sunday 

morning service.  

Service folders will either be handed out by an usher 

or available on the Welcome Table for worshipers to 

pick up on their way in. 

Signage in the Welcome Center will indicate which 

pews to sit in (marked or unmarked). 

Communion will still be offered using a form of con-

tinuous distribution, like we have been doing for the last 

few months. 

The Pastoral Staff 

Pastor Proeber 

Pastor Plagenz 

Mr. Pahl 

EASTER BREAKFAST IS A GO! 
After seeing the success of the midweek Lent 

meals, the Leadership Council has decided to move 

forward with Easter breakfast. It will be served begin-

ning at 8:00 (note that worship is at 7:00 and 9:30 that 

day). Tables and chairs will be set up to account for 

social distancing; there will, however, be no assigned 
seating, as there had been for previous large meals 

(Pastor Plagenz’s installation and Mr. Pahl’s 40th Anni-

versary in ministry).  

In order to help the Council prepare accordingly, 

please let the church office know how many people in 

your family are planning on attending this meal. Guess-

es are acceptable if you aren’t sure on the exact num-

ber. Keep your eyes open for a digital sign-up list in 

your email. If that doesn’t work, you can call (715) 421-

3634, email churchoffice@stpaulswr.org, or stop in the 

office to let us know how many to expect from your 

house.  

We look forward to feeding souls and stomachs on 

Easter this year! 
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Carter, one of our fifth 
grade students, was bap-
tized   during the school 
chapel service on March 17.   

  Our front lawn was covered in      
snowmen for a few days. 

How did all the hymnals get back in the pews?   

               FIRE-BRIGADE STYLE! 

from the music room 

across the hallway 

into the sanctuary 

Working on science stations  
and growing crystals  

in the 7th &8th grade class. 

Learning cooperation in gym class. 

and into the pews 

His classmates helped him  
celebrate the happy occasion. 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT SCHOOL 
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IN THE MAILBOX 

are so thankful for those who care about the well-being    

of our neighbors in this area. Judy Anderson is the  

representative for your church volunteers. 

Our needs are ongoing, so food and monetary do-

nations are continuously and graciously appreciated. 

We also appreciate receiving paper and plastic bags. 

Thanks again, for your help at SWEPS and supporting 

those in need in our area. 

In 2020 we served a total of 6,369 households     

impacting 18,464 individuals.  We gave out 749,736 

pounds of food making 387,774 meals.  All this was  

accomplished with 15,047 volunteer hours of people 

like you. 

It is our faithful church volunteers who make     

everything possible to serve the growing number of 
clients here on the home front. With the longevity of 

the pandemic, the mill idling and the requirement of 

the continuance of the drive-through style service, 

these volunteers are vital. 

Thank you for your help at SWEPS and supporting 

those in need in our area. 

South Wood Emerging Pantry Shelf, 

Assistant Operations Manager 

Pat Barton 

CATECHISM CORNER 
To appreciate fully the work Jesus accomplished for us, we must first understand what we were 

without him. What was our spiritual condition by nature, without Jesus? 

Ephesians 2:1  You were dead in your trespasses and sins 

Romans 3:23   Because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God  

Romans 7:18, 19, 21  Indeed, I know that good does not live in me, that is, in my sinful flesh. The desire to do good 

is present with me, but I am not able to carry it out.  So I fail to do the good I want to do. Instead, the evil I do not 

want to do, that is what I keep doing. So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is present with me. 

John 8:34  Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Everyone who keeps committing sin is a slave to sin.  

Romans 5:12   So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, so also death spread 

to all people because all sinned.  

1 John 3:8  The one who continues to sin is of the Devil, because the Devil has been sinning from the beginning. 

This is why the Son of God appeared: to destroy the works of the Devil.  

We are born spiritually dead. By nature we are slaves to sin, death, and the devil. The explanation of the Second 

Article summarizes this spiritual condition with the words “lost and condemned.” 

- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH 

Thank you for the volunteers from your church 

(St. Paul's Lutheran) that helped at SWEPS during the 

days of 3/8 through 3/12/21. During those 5 days 63 

households were served for a total of 179 individuals 

including one new client in South Wood County.  We 

Thank all of you for the cards and prayers I       

received after my fall in January. Getting better. 

Judy Lubeck 

Dear members of St. Paul's, 

I would like to thank everyone for their prayers 

and cards.It is very comforting to know I have a caring 

family at St. Paul's. 

I'm over COVID (if you're ever over or free of it) 

and doing fine.  I am healing, so very thankful - Praise 

God. Other thank yous for all the people who work in 

the office and Veronica and Larry and all the people 
who allow me to be able to join with the congregation 

in worshipping on Sunday mornings. The decorating 

committee; the altar guild, ushers, cleaners; picture 

takers of events - in other word EVERYONE who works 

so hard. I do appreciate it. So many thanks. 

In Christ, 

Gerry Paul 
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 On February 28th, our St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs), plus a 

number of high school students from our other area con-

gregations, as well as a couple of teachers, parents, and 

pastoral staff members headed over to Powers Bluff for 

our 2nd Annual tubing excursion.  After grabbing a quick 

snack at the concession stand it was time to head for the 

hills.  When asked by our youth if I was going to be racing 

down the slaloms this year, my response was, “No, why 
don’t ‘you tube’.” (Does the title now make sense?!)  And 

“tube” did they ever!  On a foggy, misty Sunday after-

noon, the SPYs went undeterred down the slippery slopes 

for over two hours.  Afterward, it was time to warm up on 

the inside and out with a couple of warm pizzas near two 

cozy fireplaces, one on either end of their fine facility. 

While the adults and students chatted, we later learned 

that a common theme of our conversation was, “How do 

we get more of our youth to realize how much enjoyment 

they are experiencing as they spend time with others who 

share a common love for their Savior?!”  It definitely is 

something that they hope to make known, not just to the 

youth of our congregation, but to those in all of central 

Wisconsin as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT UP – the youth are planning on helping with one 
of the meals between our Lenten services.  Serving food 

and drink as well as waiting on and clearing off of tables 

will be a service project they are willing and hoping to 

enjoy. 

Finally, as the journey to our Savior’s cross culminates 

with the joy of Easter Sunday’s empty tomb, may our 

minds and hearts be filled with the true comfort that only 

He can supply. And, may it also provide us with the         

impetus to share that message of love and a sure hope 

with others. † 

YOUTUBE? !  
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl 

REOPENING ON THURSDAYS 

Thanks to some new volunteers, Dime and Dollar 

will be open again on Thursdays beginning April 

1st.  We welcome to our crew Richard and Chris-

tine Herrmann and a returning volunteer from 

Marshfield, Debbie Carolfi.  Store hours will be 

10AM to 4PM on Thursdays and donations will be 

accepted those days. 

OPEN LATER ON TUESDAYS  

With a few more volunteers and the gift of longer 

daylight hours, Dime and Dollar will stay open un-

til 6PM on Tuesdays beginning April 6th.  Dona-

tions will be accepted until 5:30PM on Tuesdays as 

well to accommodate your busy schedules. 

OH, BABY! SALE IN APRIL! 

Springtime is for babies!  Come check out our low 

prices for strollers, bedding, infant attire, nursery 

décor and more!   

ITEMS NEEDED! 

Do you have fiction books (paperback or hardcov-
er) that are collecting dust on your home book-

shelves?  Do you have furniture that needs a new 

home (no mattresses, large appliances, or televi-

sions)?  Have the children outgrown their summer 

sports apparel or equipment (no golf clubs or 

bags, please)?  Consider donating these items to 

Dime and Dollar on Tuesdays through Fridays or 

Saturday by appointment.  Your clean and gently 

used items help profit Northland Lutheran High 

School.  Thank you! † 

3268 Church Street 

Stevens Point, WI  54481 

715-341-0562 

Open Mon.-Sat. 10AM to 4PM  

(Tues. until 6PM) 
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Welcome to our new members: 
Cameryn Ehler-Kwaterski 

Mike Mihlsimmer 
 

Went home to the Lord: 
Gordon Strehlau, Warren Wills, 
Dorothy Beyer, Clara Bottensek  

 

The March 7th bulletin reported “actual ministry in-

come” exceeded “actual cost of ministry” by $4,157.  The 

March 14th bulletin reported ministry COST exceeded 

income by $79,372.  How is that possible?  What caused 

this huge shift? 

The $80,000 plus shift was due to an accounting error 

during the past 8 months.  Our called worker health insur-

ance, amounting to about $10,000 per month, was not ap-
plied to the Health Insurance Expense account during that 

time. (Rest assured, the bills were paid in full each month.)  

It was only when preliminary budget preparations for next 

fiscal year began that we discovered the problem.  The 

correction was made to all the affected accounts during 

the week of March 7th. 

Does this mean we are in debt $80,000?? No. First, we 

passed a deficit budget of ($130,000) this year, so realisti-

cally, we should expect to have a budget shortfall of $80 - 

$100,000 at this point in time, in a normal year.  But as we 

all know, this is NOT a normal year. 

Second, we received a Payroll Protection Plan (PPP) 

loan last spring. The purpose of the loan was to allow us to 

pay all our workers during the lockdown period of the 
pandemic, which we did. That loan of about $122,000 was 

recently forgiven. What that means is we used $80,000 of 

that money to pay our expenses year to date.  The balance 

of that “loan” was used to partially replenish the Dedicat-

ed Funds accounts. 

What does that mean going forward?? Right now, our 

checkbook was empty before last Sunday’s opening. (All 

our bills are current, but we have no surplus.) For the rest 

of this fiscal year, our expenses will be in excess of our 

offerings in the weekly reporting. This, perhaps, will serve 

as a reminder that we need to continue to support St. 

Paul’s mission with our weekly offerings.  We will not have 

the luxury of a PPP loan next year.  We must all work to-

gether to fund the ministry opportunities we provide.  An-
other round of stimulus checks is arriving soon.  Be good 

stewards of those gifts! † 

P.S. If anyone would like further clarification of this 

issue, please don’t hesitate to contact me personally at  

715-423-5922 or 5JAnderson@charter.net   

Current Expenses 

 In memory of Grace Kitzmann given by Timothy 
& Sharon Kitzmann, Ronald & Sharon Ratsch,   

Brian & Jacqueline Panzer 

 In memory of Elaine Martin's son, Greg Martin, 
given by Marilyn Foley, John & Wanda Bauer, 

Troy & Cheryl Giese, and other friends & family 

 In memory of Gordon Strehlau given by             
Eugene & Shirley Rovang 

Mortgage  

 In memory of Gordon Strehlau and Warren Wills 
given by Carol Newsom  

Pastor Teacher Assistance Fund 

 In memory of Grace Kitzmann and Bill Estlund's 
brother, John, given by Tom & Barb Reitz 

 In memory of Gordon Strehlau given by Bob & 
Katie Schalow 

St. Paul's Student Assistance Fund 

 In memory of Leon Provost given by David & 
Kari Kellen 

SPECIAL GIFTS  

AND MEMORIALS 
Through March 14, 2021 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING 

REPORT CLARIFIED 
By Mike Anderson, Financial Secretary 
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Phone: 715-421-3634 

E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 
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Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 

 HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Palm Sunday, March 28 at 8:00 & 10:30AM 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 4:00 & 6:30PM 

Good Friday, April 2 at 12:10 & 6:30PM 

Easter Sunday, April 4 at 7:00 & 9:30AM  

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
311 14th Ave S 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-2402 
 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


